

Stakeholder Questions for Tribal Representatives
Location:_________________________________________  Date:______________________

Section II. Permanency Outcomes for Children
1. Core Question (8):

How effective is the agency in helping children in foster care return safely to their families when appropriate?  What factors help or hinder timely reunification?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Core Question (2):

How effective is the agency in achieving timely (within 24 months or less) adoption when that is appropriate for a child?  Are there barriers to achieving timely adoptions?  If so, please describe.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Core Question (14):

How effective is the agency in preserving important connections for children in foster care, such as connections to neighborhood, community, faith, family, and friends?  How does the agency comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) provisions concerning notifications of tribes, observing placement preferences, and working with tribes and courts around decisions for Native American children in foster care?  What does the agency do to help preserve children’s important connections?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section V. Case Review System
4. Core Question (28):

How effective is the agency in providing a process for termination of parental rights for children in foster care, in accordance with the provisions of the Adoption and Safe Families Act?  How are exceptions reviewed and documented? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section II. Permanency Outcomes for Children

5. Core Question (29):

How effective is the agency in ensuring that foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative caregivers of children in foster care receive notice of reviews or hearing held with respect to the child in their care, and have an opportunity to be heard?  How often do caretakers actually attend and participate in reviews or hearings?  Are there barriers to the opportunity to be heard? If so, please describe.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section VIII. Service Array
6. Core Question (35):

How responsive is the State’s array of services to the needs of the children and families it serves, including in-home and foster care services? How does the agency provide services to youth in foster care to prepare them for independent living and to make the transition from foster care to adulthood; and is that process effective?  Prevention services?  Services to families to support reunification?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Core Question (63):

To what extent are services accessible to families and children in all jurisdictions in the State?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Core Question (37):

How effectively does the agency individualize, or tailor, services to the unique needs of children and families?  Are flexible funds available to obtain unique or individualized services?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section IX. Agency Responsiveness to the Community
9. Core Question (38):

To what extent does the State engage in ongoing consultation with tribal representatives, consumers, service providers, foster care providers, the juvenile court, and other public and private child- and family-serving agencies in order to include these stakeholders’ major concerns in its State plan?  How does the agency use the information and input from stakeholders in key decisions and plans?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Core Question (39):
To what extent does the agency develop, in consultation with the individuals or organizations identified in item 38, annual reports of progress and services delivered pursuant to the State’s title IV-B State plan? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Core Question (40):

To what extent are the State’s services coordinated with the services or benefits or other Federal or federally assisted programs serving the same population?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section X. Foster and Adoptive Licensing, Recruitment, and Retention
12. Core Question (41):

To what extent has the State implemented licensing or approval standards for foster family homes and child care institutions that ensure the safety and health of children in foster care?  What are the agency’s procedures for re-licensing foster homes?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Core Question (42):

To what extent are foster care standards applied to all licensed or approved foster family homes or child care institutions receiving title IV-E or IV-B funds?  Are there provisions whereby States may place children in homes that are not fully licensed or approved?  If so, please describe.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
