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“…and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”              

                       President Lincoln; November 19, 1863.
Citizen Review Panels help fulfill President Lincoln’s vision by ensuring that those who receive child welfare services are able to have meaningful input about those services and how those services are delivered. In the 1970’s President Nixon and Congress became concerned about the welfare of America’s children. Child abuse was recognized as a national problem but not seen as being difficult to end; simply stop beating the child was seen as the solution! Child neglect was seen as a social issue. By the 1990’s Congress realized child abuse and neglect were still hurting millions of children and took action by passing the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA).

CAPTA, requires states to have citizen review panels recognizing that government alone is not effective in ending child abuse and neglect.
 The Wyoming Citizen Review Panel was originally created within the Wyoming Department of Family Services in the late 1990s, and “spun off” as a private nonprofit 501(c)(3)
 in 2004 in order to be more objective. Through collaborative efforts, the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel helps insure that: Children and families have a voice in the services they receive and services are delivered and evaluated in accordance with proven, adopted best practices.

The Wyoming Citizen Review Panel conducts over 100 random reviews in the child welfare community each year. These cases are evaluated, using a federal instrument
 in the outcome areas of safety, permanency and well being. The results create a reflection for the system to see itself and adjust accordingly; the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel also advocates for transparency within the system. This review process is much more than just a “case file review;” the process involves interviewing those who have received the services, and those who have provided the services. In addition, Wyoming is the only state in the nation to solicit and train citizens as reviewers of the system. During these reviews, community stakeholder meetings are held to gather further information about the child welfare system in each community. Results are used in many different ways by many organizations and government agencies.
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This process has been so successful it is being replicated in the mental health communities across the state through collaboration with the Wyoming Department of Health, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services Division.
The Wyoming Citizen Review Panel also administers the child major injury and fatality review team.
How can you help us fulfill our mission?
Before you help sponsor our mission, please understand the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel, Incorporated is a collaborative, strength based partner with citizens and social service providers, not an adversarial. A number of recent articles have noted the power of private non profits in our country with their effectiveness even being considered as a third sector equivalent to the private and public sectors. A majority of our financing is “pass through” monies from the federal government, through state government, with very limited spending flexibility. To be effective for children and families there are activities that we need to engage in, but cannot fund with government money. An example would be lobbying for change with law makers. Another example would be the limitation of training dollars within government; there are trainings for child welfare workers, foster parents and others we could host which would benefit children and families. These are just two examples of an extensive list.
In addition to our work with state and local governments, we collaborate very closely with the Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho American Indian Tribes. In fact, we were the first state in the nation to do quality assurance reviews with their tribal partners and the needs on the Wind River Indian Reservation are a part of our vision.

We intend to create a foundation that could fund these sorts of activities based on application to, and the approval of, the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel executive committee.
We have two benchmarks to create this foundation:

1. The first is to host the National Citizen Review Panel meeting in Grand Teton National Park in May of 2009. Representatives from all fifty states, the District of Columbia and some of our territories will be in attendance. Not only are we going to have an incredibly informative conference, we are going to use this event to draw state and national attention to the unique needs of Wyoming’s children and families. It is our intent to show a positive financial return from this conference to help start our foundation account.
2. Before, during and after this conference, we are going to continue to actively solicit donations from those that benefit from Wyoming’s abundant natural resources, but impact our social services in the process. These monies will be invested wisely and used for sustainability in the child welfare and mental health communities.

We are modeling our efforts after a successful foundation initiative in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. For your sponsorship, you will receive recognition on our website, sponsorship recognition at our upcoming conference verbally and in written form, a public news release, recognition when we fund an approved application for assistance, and of course documentation for income tax purposes. 
If you would like for information about the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel, please contact Kelly Hamilton, at (307) 632-0032 or via email at khamilton@wycrp.org. You may also visit us on the World Wide Web at http://wycrp.org. Sustainability committee co-chairs can be reached at:
 April Dittman – aprilditt@yahoo.com                              Kay Elliott – kayelliott@gmail.com



        Kim Lambert – landsharks.mk@gmail.com 









� CAPTA can be viewed at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/about.cfm" �http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/about.cfm�. 


� Wyoming has the highest child placement rate of any other state according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families: � HYPERLINK "http://www.acf.hhs.gov/" �http://www.acf.hhs.gov/�. 


� EIN =  87-0726056


� The review instrument used and other information can be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://wycrp.org" �http://wycrp.org�. 
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Visit us on the world wide web at:  http://wycrp.org
The Wyoming Citizen Review Panel’s mission is to review our child welfare procedures throughout the system offering summaries and recommendations benefiting children and families


